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votes of the two Houses thereon, and
appoints Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire,
Mr. WARNER, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. BAU-
CUS, and Mr. GRAHAM, to be the con-
ferees on the part of the Senate.

f

MORNING HOUR DEBATES

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the
order of the House of January 19, 1999,
the Chair will now recognize Members
from lists submitted by the majority
and minority leaders for morning hour
debates. The Chair will alternate rec-
ognition between the parties, with each
party limited to not to exceed 30 min-
utes, and each Member except the ma-
jority leader, the minority leader or
the minority whip limited to not to ex-
ceed 5 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) for 5 min-
utes.

f

REPUBLICAN CONGRESS HAS
WORKED TIRELESSLY FOR
AMERICA

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, in this
pivotal election, the American people
will hear a lot of back and forth about
who works harder for their country.
Shakespeare wrote, ‘‘What’s past is
prologue.’’ And I believe no other
phrase can quite describe both the
achievements of the Republican Con-
gress and its vision for America’s fu-
ture.

In 1995 when Republicans took over
here in the House of Representatives,
one of the first orders of business for
the new Republican majority was to
declare that it was going to comply
and be bound by the same laws with
which all Americans are forced to com-
ply.

We reformed the bloated, inefficient
welfare system which held captive
many Americans who only wanted a
better life for their families. Providing
a welfare-to-work incentive for both
individuals and businesses, the Repub-
lican-led Congress succeeded in drop-
ping the welfare rolls to the lowest
level in history. Congress extended
health insurance under the Medicaid
program for millions of uninsured chil-
dren, giving them the proper care and
attention that they deserve. The Re-
publicans passed health insurance port-
ability to guarantee working Ameri-
cans that if they switched jobs or lost
their jobs, they could continue with
their current health coverage. We re-
formed the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, giving people quicker access to
lifesaving drugs and medical devices
and providing for better food quality.

The Republican Congress enhanced
criminal penalties for sexual crimes
against children and established a na-
tionwide tracking system for sexual
predators. We also enhanced punish-
ment for drug-induced rape. We boosted
education by increasing funding and
giving local school districts and States
the flexibility to use Federal funds to
best meet the needs of children.

For seniors, Mr. Speaker, we passed
legislation ending the Social Security
earnings limit test which unfairly pe-
nalized senior citizens for simply try-
ing to make a living. The House also
voted to roll back the 1993 Clinton-
Gore tax on Social Security benefits.

We passed legislation to repeal the
marriage penalty tax and the estate
tax here. Sadly and unfortunately, the
President vetoed both our bills and
chose to turn his back on millions of
Americans. We strengthened our na-
tional defense by increasing military
pay and retirement benefits, enhancing
health care benefits for veterans, pro-
viding the care and respect for our
military which this administration has
misused and forsaken.

And let us not forget the budget, Mr.
Speaker. The Republicans passed the
Balanced Budget Act and bound our ap-
propriations bills to spending caps. The
Nation’s checkbook is in the black and
we have paid down the debt by nearly
$270 billion.

I would like to point out that the
Democrats controlled the White House,
the Senate and the House, right here in
the 103d Congress. Instead of protecting
Social Security, Medicare and pro-
viding for prescription drugs, the
Democrats succeeded in increasing the
Social Security tax on seniors, increas-
ing the tax on gasoline, and increasing
the overall tax burden on Americans.
At the same time, the Democrats
squandered the Social Security sur-
plus. Before 1995, when Republicans
took over here, the Democrats spent
billions of dollars of the Social Secu-
rity surplus as if it was a slush fund for
Members of Congress.

The Republicans, in sharp contrast,
have chosen to lock the Social Secu-
rity surplus away, making it untouch-
able for anything except Social Secu-
rity. Last month, the House passed the
debt relief lockbox which will continue
our pledge to protect 100 percent of
both Social Security and Medicare
while providing for $240 billion in debt
reduction.

The fact is, Mr. Speaker, that the Re-
publican Congress has worked tire-
lessly for the American people. We
have produced real solutions here in
Congress. We have fought hard and
passed legislation on welfare reform,
better health care, better education,
tougher criminal penalties, tax relief, a
stronger defense, a balanced budget,
debt reduction, and Social Security
protection.

We will not hear that, Mr. Speaker,
from the folks on the other side. They
refuse to state or admit the facts. They
are afraid that the American people
will see the truth, so I thought I would
come on the floor this morning to set
the record straight on the accomplish-
ments of the Republican-led Congress.

f

SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. GIB-
BONS). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 19, 1999, the gen-

tleman from Michigan (Mr. SMITH) is
recognized during morning hour de-
bates for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Florida
for that introduction.

This represents the bleak future of
Social Security. Because of the sub-
stantial tax increase on American
workers, the FICA tax increase in 1983,
there is now more money coming into
Social Security than is needed to pay
out benefits. And again a reminder
that Social Security is a pay-as-you-go
program. Current workers pay in their
tax and it is almost immediately sent
out to current beneficiaries.

Because of the tax increase in 1983,
an extra surplus is coming in from the
higher tax. After 2015, we go into a
bleak future of somehow coming up
with the funding necessary to pay ben-
efits.

Let me just comment on this short
term surplus. During this surplus over
the next 10 years, there is going to be
$7.8 trillion. I know this gets into sta-
tistics but bear with me. In the next 10
years, there is going to be $7.8 trillion
coming into the Social Security; $5.4
trillion is going to be used to pay bene-
fits. That leaves a surplus over the
next 10 years in Social Security of $2.4
trillion.

Governor Bush has suggested that we
take $1 trillion out of that $2.4 trillion
and use it as a transition to set up per-
sonal retirement savings accounts. Un-
like the Vice President, he is not using
the same trillion twice. What he does is
take $1 trillion out of the $2.4 trillion
surplus. Benefits are already going to
be paid. There is $2.4 trillion left over.

In contrast, the Vice President has
suggested that we increase spending
over the next 10 years by $2.3 trillion.
So he is using that extra money to in-
crease spending. I think in terms of the
implication for our kids and our
grandkids, it is much better to start
solving the Social Security problem
than expanding government and mak-
ing these huge promises of increased
spending.

Let me comment briefly on the Vice
President’s suggestion for saving So-
cial Security. He is suggesting that if
we use this extra money coming in in
surplus, on- and off-budget a 2nd time
we can pay down the debt held by the
public. That is $3.4 trillion. Again the
total debt, what we owe Social Secu-
rity plus the other trust funds com-
bined with the $3.4 trillion, amounts to
a $5.6 trillion debt that we are going to
leave our kids if we do not start paying
it down.

So everybody agrees, let us start pay-
ing the $3.4 trillion of debt held by the
public, down. But the Vice President is
suggesting that somehow paying this
$3.4 trillion down and the savings of
the interest that we are paying on this
amount, to about $260 billion a year, it
is going to accommodate the shortfall
of $46.6 trillion between now and 2057.

Let me say that again. Mr. GORE is
suggesting that if we pay off this $3.4
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trillion, the interest savings is $260 bil-
lion a year. I think it is reasonable to
say, start using that $260 billion a year
saving to apply to the shortfall in So-
cial Security. The blue line at the bot-
tom represents the $260 billion a year.
But what is left of the shortfall even if
we have the guts, if we have the intes-
tinal fortitude to use all that interest
savings and apply it to Social Security,
there is still a shortfall of $35 trillion.

It is fuzzy math. It does not work. It
is a tremendous disappointment to me.
I have been chairman of the bipartisan
task force on Social Security in this
Chamber. It is a disappointment that
in the last 8 years we have not moved
ahead to solve Social Security. Be-
cause the longer we wait, the longer we
put off a decision to fix Social Security
more drastic the solution is going to
have to be.

We failed in the last 8 years to move
ahead on that proposal because of the
lack of leadership coming out of the
White House.

f

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until noon.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 44
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

f

b 1200

AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House

was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. PEASE) at noon.

f

PRAYER
The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.

Coughlin, offered the following prayer:
God of mercy and compassion, You

oppose the proud-hearted and are at-
tentive to the lowly.

It is better for us to humble our-
selves before You than for us to be hu-
miliated by others, or by events, or
even by our own weakness. With all hu-
mility we place ourselves and our des-
tiny in Your almighty hands.

May this proud and powerful Nation
stand before You today in truth. May
reflection on our history lead us to
gratitude and repentance. May the
present restlessness of the world, the
issues placed before this Nation, and
the responsibilities of this Congress
bring us to honest dependence upon
You, our Source of Wisdom, Patience
and Judgment now and forever. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the

gentleman from California (Mr.

GEORGE MILLER) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
led the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

THANKS TO THOSE WHO HELP
KEEP THE CAPITOL OF THE
UNITED STATES FUNCTIONING

(Mr. PORTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I am re-
tiring from the House after 21 years of
service, and I want to take this oppor-
tunity to do something that I and all of
us should do, and that is to thank the
other people that make this House,
this great institution, work.

We thank our staffs and we thank the
people who work here in the Chamber,
but I want to talk about the people
who run the elevators; about Bonnie
and Andre, and Shelly and Wendy, and
John and Sheila and Sylvia, and so
many more that put up with us day
after day. The people who run the res-
taurant, the House restaurant, Sally
and John and Miss Vickie, and many
more. The Capitol police, who protect
us with their lives. The people who run
the trains, the people who clean the of-
fices in the Capitol and keep it beau-
tiful for ourselves and for all of the
visitors. The people who repair and
maintain the Capitol complex, the peo-
ple from the office of the Architect of
the Capitol. The people who run the
congressional Federal Credit Union,
our cloakroom and the floor people,
Tim and Joelle, and Jim and Jay, and
others. Helen and Pat in our cloak-
room. Helen has been an institution, a
fixture in the House. Since 1939 she has
been serving Republican Members. Peo-
ple who run the take-outs and the res-
taurants and the office buildings in the
Capitol complex, the barber Joe Q. The
people who run the service offices, the
Member services, Caroline and Juanita.
The doorkeepers, the parliamentarians,
the TV and radio and press people, our
chaplain, the Congressional Research
Service people, the legislative counsel,
the people who run the House garages
and there are so many others who I
have not named.

There are so many who work so hard
for this institution and for its Mem-
bers. All of us can never thank them
enough for their wonderful service to
us and to this institution and to our
country.

f

TAX PACKAGE MUST INCLUDE
MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE AND
HELP FOR EMPLOYERS TO BE
SUCCESSFUL

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, last
March I passed an amendment to raise
the minimum wage $1 over 2 years,
from $5.15 to $6.15. The minimum wage
increase was then rolled in with a tax
cut.

I voted for that tax cut because I be-
lieve if the boss cannot afford the wage
increase, the boss will end up laying off
some of the people on the bottom end
of the ladder that are the very people
we want to help the most. The bottom
line is, what good is a pay increase if
someone loses their job? Beam me up.

But let me say this: Any final agree-
ment that does not both raise the min-
imum wage $1 over 2 years and also
give help to the companies and employ-
ers who hire our people will be a fail-
ure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back all the poli-
tics of class warfare at the White
House.

f

TRIBUTE TO FORMER DISTRICT
DIRECTOR AND FRIEND, JOHN J.
MCGUIRE
(Mr. WALSH asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, on Mon-
day, October 16, John J. McGuire, my
former district director in Syracuse,
New York, and close personal friend,
died after a long battle with brain can-
cer. John served as an integral part of
my staff since my election to Congress
in 1988. Prior to that time, he served as
a compliance officer for 11 years with
the Wage and Hour Division of the
United States Department of Labor in
Syracuse.

John McGuire, a former Marine, was
a highly decorated disabled American
veteran. He is a past recipient of the
Veterans Service Award from the
United States Department of Veterans
Affairs, four Special Achievement
Awards and the Federal Distinguished
Career Award. After serving as a ser-
geant in the Marine Corps during the
Vietnam War, John taught English
both here in the United States and in
the Balkans.

With John’s death earlier this week,
his wife and children lost a terrific hus-
band and father; and I lost a neighbor,
a close adviser, and a loyal friend. The
Central New York community lost a
tireless worker and community advo-
cate, and the entire nation lost a dedi-
cated public servant and true American
patriot. He will certainly be missed but
never forgotten.

f

CONFERENCE REPORT ON S. 835,
ESTUARIES AND CLEAN WATERS
ACT OF 2000
Mr. BOEHLERT submitted the fol-

lowing conference report and state-
ment on the Senate bill (S. 835) to en-
courage the restoration of estuary
habitat through more efficient project
financing and enhanced coordination of
Federal and non-Federal restoration
programs, and for other purposes:
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